	


Necsa Public Safety Information Forum (PSIF) 
Minutes of the meeting held on Saturday, 29 March 2025


[image: ]			
	Venue
	: Necsa Visitor Centre & MS Teams
	Time
	: 10:00 to 12:03

	Chairperson
	: Mr Thabiso Malatsi
	Deputy Chairperson
	: Mr Theuns Phahlamohlala


REGISTRATION   (P = PRESENT ATTENDING PHYSICALLY / V = PRESENT ATTENDING VIRTUALLY / A = APOLOGY)
	NAME AND SURNAME
	ORGANISATION
	DATE – 2024/25

	
	
	22/06/2024
Hybrid
	14/09/2024
Hybrid
	23/11/2024
Hybrid
	29/03/2025
Hybrid

	Akortia, Cheryl
	Necsa
	
	P
	
	

	Baloyi, Breeze
	Resident
	P
	
	
	P

	Baloyi, Johannah 
	Resident
	
	
	
	P

	Boitumelo
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Boyede, Qhamkile
	Necsa
	A
	
	
	A

	Chetty Shaun
	NTP
	V
	
	
	

	Chinake, Alick
	Necsa
	V
	V
	
	

	Damon, W
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Davis, Etienne
	Necsa
	
	V
	V
	

	De Bruyn, Charles
	Necsa
	
	P
	
	

	Dlungwana, Thabani
	Necsa
	V
	
	V
	

	Dubazana Sibusiso
	Resident
	V
	V
	V
	

	Hawadi, Precious
	Necsa
	V
	P
	V
	P

	Hlophe, Sdumo
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Kekana, Mologadi
	Necsa
	V
	
	
	

	Kgapane, Puni
	Necsa
	
	
	
	V

	Kunene, Noxolo
	Necsa
	
	
	
	P

	Komane, John
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	P

	Lebo 
	Resident
	V
	
	
	

	Lekwe, Gilbert
	Necsa
	
	P
	
	P

	Lydia
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Mabena, Aubrey
	Necsa
	V
	P
	
	

	Machaba, B
	Resident
	
	
	V
	P

	Mahuma, Norah
	Resident
	
	
	
	P

	Malaka, Sammy
	Necsa
	P
	
	V
	P

	Malatsi, A
	Resident
	
	P
	
	P

	Makgae, Reuben
	NNR
	P
	
	
	P

	Makhado, France
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Makhado, Mashudu
	Resident
	
	P
	
	P

	Makhubo, Bongani
	Necsa
	
	V
	
	

	Maria
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Mashele, Aaron
	Necsa
	
	
	
	V

	Mathebula, Ouma
	Resident
	
	
	
	P

	Mathosa, Mareme
	Resident
	P
	P
	
	

	Matshipi, Mario
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Matube, Ntebatse
	Necsa
	P
	A
	
	P

	Moagi, Boiki
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Moeletsi, Petrus
	Resident
	
	
	
	P

	Mogafe Reuben
	Necsa
	V
	
	
	

	Mohane Cote
	Resident
	
	
	
	P

	Mokgalapa, N
	DMRE
	
	
	V
	

	Mogorosi, Tshepiso
	NNR
	
	P
	
	

	Mogotlhong, Leonard
	Necsa
	V
	
	V
	

	Moonsamy, Gino
	NNR
	V
	
	V
	

	Moremi, Dinah
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Mosoeunyane, Sello
	NNR
	V
	
	
	

	Mosoetsa, Christine
	Resident
	V
	
	
	

	Mphahla, Joel
	PSIF Deputy Chairperson
	V
	
	
	

	Muremela, Ntshengedzeni
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Myoli, Ayanda
	Necsa
	V
	
	
	

	Nephale, Ndanduleni
	NNR
	
	
	
	V

	Newman, Jabez
	Resident
	P
	P
	
	P

	Ngwenya, Jabu
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Nkopane, Michael
	Resident
	P
	P
	
	P

	Nkopane, Vincent
	Resident
	P
	
	
	P

	Pete Ashy
	DMRE
	V
	
	
	

	Phahlamohlaka, Teuns
	Resident
	
	V
	V
	V

	Phega, Charmaine
	Resident
	P
	
	
	V

	Pitsi, Thabo
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Ranamane, Paul
	Resident
	V
	
	
	

	Rampersadh, Pradish
	Necsa
	
	P
	
	P

	Rennie-Kroon, Amelia
	Necsa
	P
	P
	V
	P

	Rikhotso, Nto
	Necsa
	P
	P
	
	P

	Schutte, Petrus
	Pelchem
	
	P
	
	

	Sekati, Tshiamo
	Necsa
	
	
	
	P

	Selepe, Arnold
	Resident
	P
	P
	
	

	Selome, Jackson 
	NTP
	P
	
	
	

	Serero, Nolwazi
	Madibeng Municipality
	
	P
	
	

	Shabangu, Andries
	Pelchem
	
	
	
	P

	Shezi, Sir
	Resident
	
	V
	
	

	Siko, Obakeng
	Necsa
	
	P
	
	

	Simelane, Sengiphile
	Necsa
	V
	
	
	

	Singh, A
	NTP
	
	
	V
	

	Steynberg, L
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Susssa, K
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Tengimfene, Nikelwa
	Necsa 
	P
	
	A
	P

	Tlhabadiro, Mana
	Resident
	
	
	
	P

	Thobakgale, Reitumetse
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Thobakgale, Johnny
	Resident
	P
	P
	V
	

	Tlabela, Tlou
	Resident
	
	P
	
	

	Tladi, Ernest
	Resident
	P
	
	A
	V

	Tselane, Thabo
	NTP
	
	P
	
	P

	Tyabashe, Loyiso
	Necsa
	P
	A
	
	P

	Twala, Steward
	Necsa
	
	V
	
	

	Van Heerden, Eurika
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Wentzel, Veronica
	PSIF Secretariat
	V
	V
	
	

	Philemon 
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Karabo
	Resident
	
	
	
	P

	Ompha
	Resident
	
	
	
	P

	Moses
	Resident
	
	
	
	P

	Wendy
	Resident
	
	
	
	P

	Frans
	Resident
	
	
	
	P

	Seapara
	Resident
	
	
	
	V



	ABBREVIATION 
	DESCRIPTION 

	(G)CEO
	(Group) Chief Executive Officer

	D&D
	Decommission and Decontamination

	DMRE
	Department of Mineral Resources and Energy

	DSI
	Department of Science and Innovation

	ECC 
	Emergency Control Centre 

	EIA 
	Environmental Impact Assessment 

	IAEA 
	International Atomic Energy Agency 

	IRP
	Integrated Resource Plan

	JOC 
	Joint Operations Centre 

	JPC
	Joint Planning Committee

	Mo-99
	Molybdenum-99

	MoU
	Memorandum of Understanding

	MPR
	Multi-Purpose Reactor

	Necsa 
	South African Nuclear Energy Corporation SOC Limited 

	NERSA 
	National Energy Regulator of South Africa 

	NGO
	Non-government Organisation

	NLA
	Necsa Learning Academy

	NNR 
	National Nuclear Regulator 

	NPO
	Non-profit Organisation

	NRWDI 
	National Radiation Waste Disposal Institute 

	PSIF 
	Public Safety Information Forum 

	SAFARI-1
	South African Fundamental Atomic Research Installation

	SAPS 
	South African Police Service 

	SDR
	Special drawing rate

	SHEQ 
	Safety Health Environment and Quality 

	ToR
	Terms of Reference 

	TERM
	CLARIFICATION / DEFINITION

	Accident 
	An unintended event, including operating errors, equipment failures or other mishaps. 

	Disaster Management 
	A continuous and integrated multi-sectorial, multi-disciplinary process of planning and implementation of measures aimed at: 
a) Preventing or reducing the risk of disaster 
b) Limiting the severity or consequences of disasters 
c) Emergency preparedness 
d) Responding rapidly and effectively to disaster; and 
e) Post-disaster recovery and rehabilitation 

	Emergency 
	An event that requires taking prompt action, or the special regulation of persons or property, to limit the risk to people’s health, safety or welfare, or to limit damage to property or the environment. 

	Emergency Plan 
	A document describing the organisational structures, its roles and responsibilities, concept of operation, means and principles for intervention during an emergency.

	Evacuation 
	The rapid, temporary removal of people from the area to avoid or reduce short-term radiation exposure in the event of an emergency. 

	mSv 
	The millisievert (mSv) is a measure of the absorption of ionising radiation by the human body. 

	Public Notification 
	Notification to the public of an emergency and appropriate protective actions to be taken using the installed siren and loudspeaker system, local authorities, and Jacaranda FM and Motsweding. 

	Radiation 
	Energy released in the form of particles or electromagnetic waves during the breakdown of radioactive atoms. 

	Release 
	The controlled or accidental discharge of radioactive substances into the environment. 

	Sheltering 
	A protective action whereby members of the public stay indoors with windows and doors closed, to reduce their exposure to radioactive material in an emergency. 



1. WELCOME AND OPENING 
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	The NNR announced the new Chairperson of the PSIF, Mr Thabiso Malatji and Mr Theuns Phahlamohlaka, Deputy Chairperson.

The new Chairperson welcomed everyone and thanked them for having a vote of confidence in him and hoping for a good term.

	NNR


T Malatsi



   
2. SAFETY MINUTE
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	Ms Noxolo Kunene led the safety briefing and encouraged attendees to share the key messages with their families, especially with children at home.
	N Kunene



3. apologies
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	No apologies

	T Malatsi



4. CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	The agenda was adopted with no adjustments. 
	T Malatsi


5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	No corrections were made on the minutes. 

Mr Phahlamohlaka supported the adoption of the minutes and Mr Loyiso Tyabashe seconded.
	T Malatsi



6. Matters arising FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	6.1







6.2






6.3








	Meeting about supplier registration and procurement process.
Mr Benneth Machaba provided update on the Supply Chain Management covering:
· Local Supplier Database; 
· Necsa Advert that was issued on various media platforms;
· Expression of interest form that was issued;
· Summary of responses; and
· Capacity Building.

Emergency Plan
Ms Noxolo Kunene, representing Ms. Mologadi Kekana, delivered a presentation on the Emergency Plan, which included the following points:
· Emergency Classification
· Implementation of the Plan
· Necsa Emergency Zones and Protective Actions

Presentation on radiation awareness
Ms Noxolo Kunene, representing Ms. Mologadi Kekana, delivered a presentation on the Radiation Awareness, which included the following points:
· What is radiation?
· Detection and measurement of radiation;
· Sources of ionizing radiation;
· Myths about radiation;
· Health effects of ionizing radiation;
· Radiation dose examples;
· Necsa Emergency Plan

	T Malatsi







N Kunene






N Kunene



7. NECSA GROUP UPDATE & NECSA PUBLIC SAFETY FEEDBACK 
[Presented by Mr Loyiso Tyabashe: GCEO]

	No.
	Minutes
	Responsible
Person

	7.1
	Before beginning his presentation, Mr. Loyiso Tyabashe took a moment to congratulate the newly appointed Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson of the PSIF.

Necsa Presentation covered the following key topics:
· Legislative requirements for PSIF meetings; 
· Business update;
· New Appointment;
· Necsa Compliance;
· NNR Authorisation;
· Other Authorisations;
· Environmental Monitoring;
· Emergency Plan;
· Emergency Preparedness Services;
· Public Dose; and
· Services to Surrounding Communities;

	L Tyabashe


	7.2
	Questions/Discussions:

Question/Comment: 1
During the Supply Chain Management presentation, Mr. Mashudu Makhado inquired whether there is an expression of interest form to complete, and whether individuals who missed the initial opportunity to apply could be given another chance to do so.

Response:
Mr Machaba responded by stating that the application deadline has already passed, but encouraged people to stay alert for the next opportunity.

Question/Comment: 2
Mr Enerst Tladi raised a concern regarding the potential contamination of the Klip River, possibly involving radioactive substances. He highlighted that the Klip River flows into the Baal River, which creates serious risks for downstream communities who may be unknowingly exposed to contaminated water. Mr Tladi further noted that the Vaal River is already experiencing water quality challenges, including sewage spills into the Vaal Dam. He requested clarity on how it will be determined whether radioactive contamination is present in the Klip River, and what specific steps or interventions will be taken to address and remediate the situation should contamination be confirmed.

Response:
In response to the concern raised about potential radiation contamination in the Klip River, Ms Kunene noted that geographic positioning, whether we are upstream or downstream of the identified point – needs to be clearly established, as it has a significant bearing on the impact assessment.

She was explained that the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) would typically be the authority responsible for commissioning such an investigation. This would involve taking water samples and conducting laboratory analyses to identify the nature of the contaminant. If radiation is suspected, the analysis would determine the specific radionuclide present, often referred to as a “nucleon.” This identification is crucial because it helps establish whether the material is consistent with substances managed or released by Necsa, or whether it originates from an external source.

Ms Kunene further clarified that Necsa has full knowledge of the types and quantities of radioactive materials it produces and releases. Therefore, once the contaminant is identified, it is possible to determine whether it aligns with anything from Necsa’s operations. However, the presence of radioactive material in the environment may also result from other sources. She made a reference to past incidents such as one in the Eastern Cape – where abandoned or stolen radioactive sources were found in scrapyards or the natural environment. These incidents often lead to environmental contamination, prompting a formal testing and tracing process.

Ms Kunene alluded that ultimately, the first step in addressing this concern is to collect and test samples from the affected water source, after which further verification and traceability processes can follow.

Mr Ndanduleni Nephale further added that the National Nuclear Regulator (NNR) conducts quarterly monitoring of water and sediment around all facilities under its regulatory oversight. This monitoring includes the collection of samples both upstream and downstream of the regulated sites. These samples are then analysed to identify any contaminants present in the environment. The purpose of this routine monitoring is to ensure that any potential contamination, whether from radioactive sources or otherwise, is detected promptly. If any anomaly is identified, it is likely to be picked up during one of these scheduled monitoring intervals.

Question/Comment: 3

Mr Enerst Tladi raised a question regarding the Multi-Purpose Reactor (MPR) project, specifically seeking clarification on whether the reactor is intended for electricity generation. He asked if the primary purpose of the reactor is to generate electricity, and, if so, when it is anticipated that the project will officially commence or move off the ground.

Response:

Mr. Tyabashe responded clarifying that the MPR is not intended for electricity generation. Rather, it is an advanced version of the SAFARI-1 research reactor, designed primarily for research purposes and the production of medical and industrial isotopes, which are currently being generated and extracted at NTP. He alluded that the MPR will also support ongoing research through initiatives such as the BIP Light Centre. 

However, Mr Tyabashe further explained that in light of the country’s ongoing electricity challenges, Necsa has incorporated nuclear energy-based power generation into its broader growth strategy. This does not mean Necsa will compete with Eskom but rather that it will focus on research and development in power generation, particularly in small modular reactors (SMRs). At present, there is no specific reactor project underway for electricity generation, but Necsa is exploring possibilities, including the potential revival of the Pebble Bed Modular Reactor (PBMR) project currently under Eskom’s custodianship.

Mr Tyabashe further indicated that should any plans for a nuclear power reactor progress to implementation, public participation processes will be initiated as part of the licensing procedure. He emphasized that the collaboration between Eskom and Necsa is structured to ensure that roles are clearly defined: Eskom remains the owner and operator of commercial nuclear power plants, while Necsa leads in research and development activities related to nuclear technology.

	T Malatsi



8. NNR UPDATE [Mr Ndanduleni Nephale: Senior Analyst on behalf of Mr Sello Mosoeunyane]
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
8.1



	Mr Nephale made a presentation which covered the following key areas:

· Inspections for Q3 (2024/2025 FY); 
· Inspections for Q4 (2024/2025 FY); and
· Worker and Public Dose

	N Nephale

	8.2
	There were no discussions or questions after the NNR update.

	T Malatsi

	8.4
	Questions/Discussions:

There were no questions or discussions.

	T Malatsi




9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	
Mr Tyabashe, Necsa Group CEO made an appeal to consider aligning the scheduling of PSIF meetings with Necsa’s Board reporting cycles, which typically take place in May, August, November, and February. The rationale behind this proposal is to ensure that key outcomes, comments, and presentations from the PSIF meetings are still fresh and accurately reflected when reported to the board. It was noted that when the PSIF sessions are held significantly before or after board meetings -  as was the case with the last board session in February, there is a risk of valuable input being diluted or lost over time.

[bookmark: _GoBack]To address this, The Group CEO proposed that future PSIF dates be reviewed and realigned accordingly. Specific proposed dates for the remainder of the year will be communicated via the communications team and shared with the forum to support better synchronisation between PSIF engagements and board-level reporting.

2025/26 PSIF Meeting Date:
· 21 June 2025
· 20 September 2025
· 15 November 2025
· 21 March 2026

	T Malatsi



10. CLOSURE
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible


	
	The Chairperson expressed gratitude to the former Chairperson, Mr. Mareme Mathosa, and the former Deputy Chairperson for the outstanding work they accomplished during their term. He also extended his appreciation to all attendees for their presence at the meeting.

The meeting concluded at 12h00.
	T Malatsi




Chairperson:	____________________________   	Seconder: 	__________________________

Signature:	____________________________  		Signature: 	__________________________

Date: 		____________________________ 		Date: 		__________________________
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