	


Necsa Public Safety Information Forum (PSIF) 
Minutes of the meeting held on Saturday, 21 June 2025
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	Venue
	: Necsa Visitor Centre & MS Teams
	Time
	: 10:00 to 11:03

	Chairperson
	: Mr Thabiso Malatsi
	Deputy Chairperson
	: Mr Theuns Phahlamohlala


REGISTRATION   (P = PRESENT ATTENDING PHYSICALLY / V = PRESENT ATTENDING VIRTUALLY / A = APOLOGY)
	NAME AND SURNAME
	ORGANISATION
	DATE – 2025/26

	
	
	21/06/2024
Hybrid
	23/09/2025
Hybrid
	22/11/2025
Hybrid
	21/02/2025
Hybrid

	Baloyi, Breeze
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Baloyi, Johannah 
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Boitumelo
	Resident
	
	
	
	

	Boyede, Qhamkile
	Necsa
	V
	
	
	

	Chauke, E
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Chinake, Alick
	Necsa
	V
	
	
	

	Damon, W
	NNR
	
	
	
	

	Davis, Etienne
	Necsa
	
	
	
	

	De Bruyn, Charles
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Dlungwana, Thabani
	Necsa
	
	
	
	

	Dubazana Sibusiso
	Resident
	V
	
	
	

	Hawadi, Precious
	Necsa
	V
	
	
	

	Kekana, Mologadi
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Kunene, Noxolo
	Necsa
	
	
	
	

	Lekwe, Gilbert
	Necsa
	
	
	
	

	Machaba, B
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Malaka, Sammy
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Malatsi, Thabiso
	Chairperson
	V
	
	
	

	Makgae, Reuben
	NNR
	P
	
	
	

	Makhado, France
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Makhado, Mashudu
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Mashele, Aaron
	Necsa
	
	
	
	

	Matshipi, Mario
	Resident
	V
	
	
	

	Mbuyisa, Sithembile
	Necsa
	V
	
	
	

	Modise, Lerato
	Resident
	V
	
	
	

	Moeletsi, Petrus
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Mokubela, Karabo
	Resident
	V
	
	
	

	Mogorosi, Tshepiso
	NNR
	
	
	
	

	Mogotlhong, Leonard
	Necsa
	V
	
	
	

	Moonsamy, Gino
	NNR
	
	
	
	

	Mosoeunyane, Sello
	NNR
	
	
	
	

	Mtali, T
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Mthombeni, P
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Nemovhidi, A
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Myoli, Ayanda
	Necsa
	
	
	
	

	Newman, Jabez
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Nkopane, Lebohang
	Resident
	p
	
	
	

	Nkopane, Vincent
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Phahlamohlaka, Teuns
	Deputy Chairperson
	V
	
	
	

	Phega, Charmaine
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Rakoma, Mapudi
	Resident
	V
	
	
	

	Rampersadh, Pradish
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Ramoshaba, L
	Resident
	p
	
	
	

	Rennie-Kroon, Amelia
	Necsa
	
	
	
	

	Rikhotso, Nto
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Schutte, Petrus
	Pelchem
	V
	
	
	

	Sekati, Tshiamo
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Selepe, Arnold
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Selome, Jackson 
	NTP
	
	
	
	

	Serero, Nolwazi
	Madibeng Municipality
	P
	
	
	

	Shabangu, Mandla
	Necsa
	V
	
	
	

	Shezi, Wandile
	Resident
	V
	
	
	

	Simelane, Sengiphile
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Steynberg, c
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Tengimfene, Nikelwa
	Necsa 
	
	
	
	

	Tlhabadiro, Maria
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Thobakgale, Johnny
	Resident
	
	
	
	

	Tshivhombela, L
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Tlabela, Tlou
	Resident
	
	
	
	

	Tladi, Ernest
	Resident
	P
	
	
	

	Tselane, Thabo
	NTP
	P
	
	
	

	Tyabashe, Loyiso
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	

	Van Heerden, Eurika
	Necsa
	
	
	
	

	Wentzel, Veronica
	Necsa
	V
	
	
	

	John
	Necsa
	P
	
	
	



ACRONYMS AND DEFINITIONS

	ABBREVIATION 
	DESCRIPTION 

	(G)CEO
	(Group) Chief Executive Officer

	D&D
	Decommission and Decontamination

	DMRE
	Department of Mineral Resources and Energy

	DSI
	Department of Science and Innovation

	ECC 
	Emergency Control Centre 

	EIA 
	Environmental Impact Assessment 

	IAEA 
	International Atomic Energy Agency 

	IRP
	Integrated Resource Plan

	JOC 
	Joint Operations Centre 

	JPC
	Joint Planning Committee

	Mo-99
	Molybdenum-99

	MoU
	Memorandum of Understanding

	MPR
	Multi-Purpose Reactor

	Necsa 
	South African Nuclear Energy Corporation SOC Limited 

	NERSA 
	National Energy Regulator of South Africa 

	NGO
	Non-government Organisation

	NLA
	Necsa Learning Academy

	NNR 
	National Nuclear Regulator 

	NPO
	Non-profit Organisation

	NRWDI 
	National Radiation Waste Disposal Institute 

	PSIF 
	Public Safety Information Forum 

	SAFARI-1
	South African Fundamental Atomic Research Installation

	SAPS 
	South African Police Service 

	SDR
	Special drawing rate

	SHEQ 
	Safety Health Environment and Quality 

	ToR
	Terms of Reference 

	TERM
	CLARIFICATION / DEFINITION

	Accident 
	An unintended event, including operating errors, equipment failures or other mishaps. 

	Disaster Management 
	A continuous and integrated multi-sectorial, multi-disciplinary process of planning and implementation of measures aimed at: 
a) Preventing or reducing the risk of disaster 
b) Limiting the severity or consequences of disasters 
c) Emergency preparedness 
d) Responding rapidly and effectively to disaster; and 
e) Post-disaster recovery and rehabilitation 

	Emergency 
	An event that requires taking prompt action, or the special regulation of persons or property, to limit the risk to people’s health, safety or welfare, or to limit damage to property or the environment. 

	Emergency Plan 
	A document describing the organisational structures, its roles and responsibilities, concept of operation, means and principles for intervention during an emergency.

	Evacuation 
	The rapid, temporary removal of people from the area to avoid or reduce short-term radiation exposure in the event of an emergency. 

	mSv 
	The millisievert (mSv) is a measure of the absorption of ionising radiation by the human body. 

	Public Notification 
	Notification to the public of an emergency and appropriate protective actions to be taken using the installed siren and loudspeaker system, local authorities, and Jacaranda FM and Motsweding. 

	Radiation 
	Energy released in the form of particles or electromagnetic waves during the breakdown of radioactive atoms. 

	Release 
	The controlled or accidental discharge of radioactive substances into the environment. 

	Sheltering 
	A protective action whereby members of the public stay indoors with windows and doors closed, to reduce their exposure to radioactive material in an emergency. 



1. WELCOME AND OPENING 
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	The acting chairperson, Mr Ernest Tladi welcomed everyone to the meeting and read the meeting housekeeping information.
	E Tladi



   
2. SAFETY MINUTE
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	Ms Mologadi Kekana did the safety briefing and started by reminding people to sign the attendance register following with what to do in case of emergency. She further highlighted the seasonal hazard mapping conducted by the Tshwane Municipality, noting that for the current season, fires have been identified as the key hazard in the area. Ms Kekana emphasised that farmers have a legal obligation to create firebreaks and organisations such as Necsa also undertake this responsibility. She stressed the importance of distinguishing between controlled burning and uncontrolled fires where controlled burning must be done under safe weather conditions, with prior notification to the nearest fire brigade and affected neighbours. 

Beyond farming areas, Ms Kekana pointed out that fire risks also arise in residential settings due to heating systems and the use of candles during power outages. She urged all households to have a plan in place for fire emergencies, including how to respond to fires in nearby properties. Finally, she drew attention to the risks posed by major hazard installations such as petrol and diesel storage tanks, encouraging communities to be aware of nearby facilities and to engage in mutual arrangements with those responsible for them in the event of a fire.

	M Kekana


3. apologies
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	The following people sent their apologies
1. Chairperson, Mr Thabiso Malatsi
2. Ms Qhamkile Boyede
3. Dr Nikelwa Tengimfene
4. Ms Amelia Rennie-Kroon
5. Dr Eurika van Heerden

	E Tladi



4. CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	The agenda was adopted with no adjustments. 
	E Tladi


5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	The following corrections were made on the minutes.
Page 1: Replace “resident” with “Necsa” next to B Machaba’s name.
Page 6: Correction of “Enerst” to “Ernest”.

Mr Petrus Moeletsi supported the adoption of the minutes and Mr James Newman seconded.
	E Tladi



6. Matters arising FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	6.1


	The chairperson indicated that while there were no matters arising from the previous meeting according to the agenda, however he is aware of matters raised in previous meetings that require further deliberations.

	E Tladi



7. NECSA GROUP UPDATE & NECSA PUBLIC SAFETY FEEDBACK 
[Presented by Mr Loyiso Tyabashe: GCEO]
	No.
	Minutes
	Responsible
Person

	7.1
	Before starting his presentation, Mr. Loyiso Tyabashe emphasized that while PSIF meetings are regulated and typically focus on communities within a 5-kilometre radius, for Necsa, it is equally important to engage with all communities. This is because, although these meetings account for Necsa’s operations, other nuclear installations may be established elsewhere in the future. Therefore, the more people who are informed, the better.

Necsa Presentation covered the following key topics:
· Legislative requirements for PSIF meetings; 
· Business update;
· New Appointment;
· Necsa Compliance;
· NNR Authorisation;
· Other Authorisations;
· Environmental Monitoring;
· Emergency Plan;
· Emergency Preparedness Services;
· Public Dose; and
· SAFARI-1 Operational Performance

	L Tyabashe


	7.2
	Questions/Discussions:

Question/Comment: 1
Ms Charmaine Kgomotso Phega began by acknowledging that while Necsa’s core business may not directly involve community-based service delivery, she wished to humbly raise a concern on behalf of the Attridgeville community. She highlighted that the area faces recurring challenges related to various types of fires, ranging from electrical fires, fuel and lubricant fires, to gas-related incidents where residents unknowingly leave gas open, sometimes leading to fatal consequences. Ms Phega also cited cases involving hazardous substances such as paraffin which have tragically affected children in the area.

Ms Phega noted that, while there is interest in learning more about nuclear energy, the community’s immediate concern is safety, particularly in fire prevention and hazardous chemical handling. Previous attempts to engage with the local municipality were unsuccessful due to budget constraints, a situation the community understands. However, she stressed that the lack of resources does not make the problem any less of a disaster for residents.

Ms Phega therefore made a humble request: that when Necsa conducts outreach programmes in Attridgeville, they consider including elements of community safety awareness, particularly fire safety and chemical hazard handling, as part of their engagement. She expressed hope that Necsa could help fill this gap, even if partially, as part of its broader community outreach efforts.

Response:
In response to the request raised by Ms Phega regarding fire safety education and broader community awareness, Mr Tyabashe acknowledged and welcomed the input, noting that it had been duly recorded. It was highlighted that Ms Kekana who was present, representing the Communications and Community Outreach function on behalf of Ms Qhamkile Boyede, would take the lead in expanding the scope of future outreach programmes. The suggestion was made to include practical fire safety demonstrations as part of community engagement activities.

Mr Tyabashe referenced a basic fire safety principle that fire consists of three elements: a source of fuel, heat and oxygen. Removing any one of these extinguishes the fire. For instance, placing a lid over a burning pot can cut off oxygen and stop the fire. It was agreed that such simple yet critical demonstrations would be valuable to incorporate into future community engagement sessions.

Question/Comment: 2
The chairperson raised a question regarding the emergency preparedness plans presented by Mr. Tyabashe. Mr Tladi acknowledged the clear distinction made between the on-site emergency plan and provisions for off-site incidents beyond the facility’s borders. He noted the importance of educating external stakeholders such as nearby communities and partner organisations on emergency procedures.

While commending Necsa’s strong safety record, Mr Tladi emphasised that unforeseen events can occur at any time, especially in a global context where mutual aid and emergency coordination are becoming increasingly important. The question posed was whether there are existing plans or plans in development, to educate the broader stakeholder community on the details of the emergency response plan, in order to ensure preparedness in the event of a potential incident.

Response:
In response to Mr Tladi’s question on educating external stakeholders about emergency plans, Mr Tyabashe affirmed the importance of ensuring communities understand not only what an emergency plan entails but also the context behind it. This includes clarifying that emergencies are not a daily occurrence, but rather rare and well-managed scenarios. Stakeholders should also be informed about the number and nature of actual site emergencies versus routine drills and how various emergency levels are determined.

Both contributions, on fire safety and emergency education were acknowledged as valuable and will be integrated into the planning and content of upcoming outreach initiatives.


	T Malatsi

L Tyabashe


8. NNR UPDATE [Sello Mosoeunyane]
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	8.1

	As there was no NNR representative present at the meeting, this item was omitted. 

	E Tladi


	8.2
	Mr. Tyabashe suggested that the secretariat obtain the NNR presentation and circulate it to members, as it is important to understand the NNR’s perspective in comparison to that of Necsa as the operator.

	L Tyabashe




9. GENERAL DISCUSSION
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	9.1

	
The chairperson proposed a brief discussion (5 to 10 minutes) on current global developments related to nuclear activity, particularly in light of rising geopolitical tensions. It was noted that there are growing concerns in regions such as the Middle East, the Americas and Europe, involving nuclear energy, enrichment activities and military conflict stemming from allegations of nuclear weapons production.

The chairperson emphasised the need to understand South Africa’s position in this evolving global climate, especially as it pertains to its nuclear policy, peaceful use commitments, and strategic business interests, referred to here as the “Australian business concept.” The matter was opened to the floor for contributions, with the aim of gauging the collective view on South Africa’s stance amidst these international dynamics.

Question/Comment: 1
Dr Pradish Rampersadh thanked the chairperson and acknowledged the importance of the discussion on South Africa’s position in the current global nuclear climate. He emphasised that South Africa has consistently advocated for peace, diplomacy and negotiations as the preferred avenues in addressing international tensions related to nuclear activity.

He highlighted the role of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) as the key international authority on nuclear oversight. South Africa, he noted, is an active and compliant member of the IAEA and maintains a strong working relationship with the Agency. The country aligns itself with internationally accepted mechanisms for transparency and non-proliferation, including adherence to relevant protocols and safeguards that serve as social guarantees of peaceful nuclear intentions.

Dr. Rampersadh stressed that South Africa operates within a well-established framework of compliance, cooperation and verification, which positions the country as a responsible player on the global stage. He cautioned against unilateral actions or narratives that bypass these international systems, noting that such approaches often waste valuable time and undermine coordinated efforts. He concluded by encouraging continued engagement through established multilateral institutions such as the IAEA.

Question/Comment: 2
Mr Tyabashe provided further clarification on South Africa’s position and responsibilities in light of rising global geopolitical tensions. It was acknowledged that such international developments often raise public fear and uncertainty, making it essential for citizens to feel assured about their protection and the state’s readiness.

He structured the response into two distinct parts. Firstly, it was emphasised that matters of international diplomacy and defense fall under the jurisdiction of the Department of International Relations and Cooperation (DIRCO) and the Department of Defense, respectively. As a state-owned entity, Necsa does not independently set foreign policy or defense strategy but adheres to guidance from DIRCO. For instance, if South Africa imposes sanctions on a country, Necsa cannot engage with that nation. Conversely, in the absence of such restrictions, either at the national or UN level, engagement is possible and often necessary.

Secondly, Mr Tyabashe outlined that Necsa operates strictly within the framework of South Africa’s commitments under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the Pelindaba Treaty, which prohibits the use of nuclear technology for military purposes and promotes its peaceful application. Necsa continues to engage with countries such as the United States and Russia at a technical level, as permitted by national policy, recognising the importance of international cooperation in nuclear science and technology.

A key point was made regarding self-reliance: recent global instability highlights the need for South Africa to reduce its dependence on foreign nuclear fuel suppliers. Reviving the country’s own nuclear fuel fabrication capacity was cited as a strategic priority for ensuring operational continuity and energy security.

On the subject of safety and security, Mr Tyabashe reaffirmed that multiple technical and operational measures are in place to protect nuclear facilities, including a two-kilometre no-fly zone around the site, which is continuously monitored. Any airspace intrusions are reported to the relevant authorities immediately.

In conclusion, while Necsa acknowledges and respects the complexity of the broader geopolitical context, it remains committed to its clearly defined mandate: the peaceful use of nuclear technology in line with national and international law.

A community representative raised a concern reflecting the broader sentiment among residents, particularly in township areas, about the need for assurance regarding public safety amid ongoing global tensions, referencing the conflict between Israel and Iran. The speaker asked whether, in the event of a similar scenario occurring locally—particularly in areas housing strategic minerals or infrastructure such as “the caves”—the public could be confident in their safety. The point made was not about delving into political or military matters, but rather a request for peace of mind: the basic reassurance that citizens can sleep safely at night.

Question/Comment: 3
In response, Mr Tyabashe stated that the public is indeed as safe as the country itself. Necsa continues to uphold its mandate with diligence and integrity, both domestically and through its engagements on the international stage. The organisation is playing a significant role in global nuclear cooperation and remains committed to peace, safety, and the responsible use of nuclear technology.

It was acknowledged that while no one wishes to reach a point where emergency development or defense activities would be necessary, South Africa has the technical capacity and knowledge base to respond, should it ever be required. 

The discussion was concluded with agreement to steer away from politically sensitive issues and return to the core agenda.

Question/Comment: 3
A member expressed her appreciation for the information shared during the session, noting that, as mentioned by the CEO, there was a Stakeholder SMME Development Meeting. She acknowledged that while not everyone may have attended the session, those present found it highly informative and educational.

She highlighted that, although challenges exist, progress is being made. The session marked a meaningful step forward in strengthening collaboration between Necsa and stakeholders. Communities now have a clearer understanding of Necsa’s role and activities, particularly in relation to SMME development.

The chairperson mentioned that the importance of ongoing education and engagement, stating that the more stakeholders are informed by Necsa, the better they can relay accurate information to their communities. He concluded by thanking the Necsa team for their efforts and commitment to transparent and constructive stakeholder engagement.

Question/Comment: 3
Mr Mashudu Makhado requested clarity on the sustainability plan for nuclear waste management in South Africa. He expressed interest in understanding how nuclear waste is currently being handled, particularly in light of public concerns and confusion, possibly related to Koeberg and its perceived connection.

In response, Mr Tyabashe responded that Necsa has no responsibility or connection to Koeberg, and such matters fall outside their mandate. With regard to nuclear waste, it was explained that South Africa’s waste management practices are strictly regulated by the National Nuclear Regulator (NNR). Waste is categorized into three types: Low-level waste, Intermediate-level waste, and High-level waste (such as spent nuclear fuel).

High-level waste is securely stored at dedicated facilities like the Thabana Pipestore. Intermediate- and low-level waste are transported and safely stored at Vaalputs, a licensed nuclear waste disposal site.

It was further noted that the National Radioactive Waste Disposal Institute (NRWDI) is the entity responsible for the long-term strategy and operation of final waste disposal facilities in South Africa. This includes future developments such as the centralised Interim Storage Facility.

Mr Tyabashe concluded by assuring attendees that nuclear waste in South Africa is currently managed in compliance with national regulations and international safety standards and that long-term strategies are being built on this strong regulatory foundation.

	E Tladi





10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

	No.
	Minute
	Responsible

	
	
Next PSIF Meeting Date:
· 23 August 2025

	E Tladi



11. CLOSURE
	No.
	Minute
	Responsible


	
	Mr Phahlamohlaka moved for the closure of the meeting seconded by Ms Charmaine Phega. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:03.

	E Tladi




Chairperson:	____________________________   	Seconder: 	__________________________

Signature:	____________________________  		Signature: 	__________________________

Date: 		____________________________ 		Date: 		__________________________
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